[Cytological features and chemiluminescent activity of phagocytic cells in bronchial lavage of elderly patients with bronchial asthma].
The aim of the study was to investigate cytological features and chemo luminescent activity of bronchial lavage phagocytic cells in 58 patients (28 of them are over 60 years old and 25 patients younger than 60 years) with bronchial asthma (BA) before and after achievement of medicinal disease control. Bronchial inflammation process in elderly patients (> 60 years) was characterized by significant higher content of neutrophils and lymphocytes as well as lower proportion of alveolar macrophages. Chemo luminescent responses of bronchial lavage phagocyte cells in patients with BA were unidirectional in two comparative aging groups, albeit with quantitative differences. In conclusion, respiratory tract inflammatory process in elderly patients with BA is characterized by less pronounced involvement of effector cells, lower chemo luminescent activity of phagocytes in comparison with similar parameters in the patients younger than 60 years old.